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Mayor Kevin Gilmore called to order the June 27, 2019 meeting of the Ottawa Hills Zoning 

Commission at 5:00 pm. 

 

Roll was taken with Commission members Todd Seifried, Katherine O’Connell, Paul Bishop, 

and Mayor Kevin Gilmore present. Commission member Patricia Koury was absent from the 

meeting. 

 

Also, in attendance were Village Solicitor Sarah McHugh, Police Chief John Wenzlick and 

Village Manager Marc Thompson. In the audience were Yarko Kuk and Mr. Jennings. 

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 16, 2019, meeting. Mr. 

Seifried seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Gilmore administered the oath to Mr. Thompson and Mr. Jennings. 

 

Mr. Thompson then reported that the only item on the agenda was a fence variance located at 

3602 Edgevale Rd. He stated that the Jennings family wishes to replace their existing 

wooden, white picket fence with an identical fence in the same location. However, the 

existing fence does not meet the 50% open requirement and the existing location is closer to 

the street than is the house. He reminded the Commission that the zoning code requires any 

replacement fence to meet the current zoning code requirements. Therefore, this variance is 

to allow the fence to be located closer to the street than is the house and be less than 50% 

open. He commented that the existing fence is approximately 31% open. 

 

Mr. Jennings, on behalf of his son, the property owner and applicant, said that the existing 

fence was in a state of disrepair and their desire is to replace the existing fence with an 

identical fence. 

 

In response to a question from Mr. Bishop, Mr. Jennings confirmed that the proposed fence 

will be in the same location, made of wood, and identical to the existing fence. 

 

Mr. Seifried confirmed that the geometry of the fence is identical to the current fence. 

 

Mrs. O’Connell stated that she thought the existing fence is very attractive and that the 

Commission knew that the openness requirement would result in additional variance 

requests. 

 

Mr. Bishop commented that the house faces Edgevale Road, the fence is in the side and rear 

yards and that because it is of the same material, he could support the variance. 

 

After brief additional discussion, Mrs. O’Connell made a motion to approve the fence 

variance at 3602 Edgehill Rd. to allow an identical fence of the same material, same 

openness and in the same location to be constructed to replace the existing fence. 

 

Mr. Seifried seconded the motion and upon call of the roll, the motion was adopted 

unanimously. 
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It was agreed that the next meeting would be on July 31, 2019, at 5:00 pm. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:08 pm. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Mayor Kevin Gilmore 


